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CHAPTER VIII.

OUR OCCUPATIONS DURING THE ENTIRE WINTER, WHEN
THESE TRIBES ARE MORE SEDENTARY.

HERE have been seven of Qurs this year among
T these Peoples, in two Residences,—the Rever-
end Father Jean de Brebeuf, our Superior,
Fathers Charles Garnier, Paul Ragueneau, and my-
self, in this new residence in the village of Ossossang,
under the title of the immaculate Conception:
Fathers Pierre Pijart, Pierre Chastellain, and Isaac
Jogues, in saint Joseph at Ihonatiria.

The little time remaining to us, after instruction
and the help we render to the sick here, has been
spent in sounding some good minds, that we consider
the most docile and the most capable of giving author-
ity to the doctrine that we preach. Among others,
Joseph’s family has occupied a good part of our
attention, God having made us a present of them
since our arrival in this village. The esteem in which
he holds us inspired in him a strong desire to learn
to read and write, as he saw us do; he immediately
found most willing Masters. He passed a good part
of [53] the winter in this study, with a patience and
assiduity worthy of his courage,— moreover, with
such purity of motive that he recently asked us if
there would be any sin in wishing to know how to
write, so that he could set down in writing not only
what concerned the progress of his soul, but also the
affairs of the country. This labor has not been in



